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The study is divided into three chapters, The first
discusses the emergence of IDhihgans and their participation
in the local government of Khurasan, The second deals with
the conguest of Kurasan and the third tackles the marks left
by Dhihgens on the financial administration of Kurasan in the
aftermath of the Arab congquest,

The study reveals that the terzm Dhihgan was
equivalent of an administrative order dominant in Iran since
antiquity, It was a reflection of the feudal system that
dominated the country in those days, The Sassanians relied,
to a large extent on this order, They employed the Thihgans
jn iand reclamation projects and also to raise money to cover
war expenditurds, This gave a boost to their authority
eapecially in Khurasan,

Ihihqans were classified inte five ranks in accordance
with the administrative andfinancial responsibilities entrusted
to them, There was the Dihik who used te mun a village, Ihhshlar
who was in charge of an administraive unit larger than a m,
Snahrik who administrated a rural district, bhihgan umder whose
jurisdiction came an administrative wnit equivalent of a town
and finally the chief Ihihgan who was in controel of a province,
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ABSTRACT

The study of the role plaved by Dhihqans (Persian landed
propriEtora) in the financiai administration of Khurasan fTom
‘the time of its conquest dowh to the. downfall of the Ummayad
Empire 4s directly related to i:ifg i!il‘g!i:l.cs concerning the battles
of liberation waged by the A&éﬂn} In their conquests, the Arabs,
though lntroducing new admln1strativn Procedures, tried to

preserve the systems prevalent in the newly conquered 1&111:15a

The Thihgans were spread throught the villages, small
districts and i;owna in Irag, ?Ersia including Khurasaq.,
When the irabs arrived, these lhihgans fascilitated the move-
mént of the Arab troops, prov1ding them with amenitiﬁs in
return fnr the - safety of their. property and landg..” 7

When the Arabs set off to liberate the- lands ecast of
the Tigris river in about 650 4D, Khuraﬂhn was ruled by B

Sassanisn loeal governmenty. compr:slng a, group,of satraps, - -

in addition te a great number of Ihlhqﬁﬂs who cantrullad
villages, rural districts and small tuwns It was natyral -
for the Arabs to establish good ties with the Ihlhqans,a-: o
' pprticLlarly.whﬁn the - former entered inte contracts with

the latter, ﬁmpiuring them in the financial administrati&n

of" ﬁhﬂ'new tﬂrriﬁﬂriE?a
‘:' N ) . I
The: Arabs gdﬁed' "th? Ihihgans would assist in .the rinning
of the state end reinstate peace and siability and peace in
conguered landsy But uwnfortmmetely, they played an illdicit
role in.anticiﬂgjﬁfsturﬁanceﬁ'which characterited Khurasan
from thé time of its cunquast by the Arahs,

Thﬂ aignificance of the study lies in the broad. picture
it providésson finacial systems prevalent in pre-Islamic
Fhurasan and the changes that. ‘tock place in it under the
Arab administration, .The study discloses the part played
by Dhihgans in hampﬁrring financial reforms through their
efforts to stem the spread of Islam and destabilize situation
in the aaqtﬁrn tafritufies.

Mﬂ'ﬂu-uaffz
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The study is divided inte three chapters, The first
discusses the emergence of Lhihgans and their participation
in the local government of Khurasan, The second deals with
the conguest of Kurasan and the third tackles the marks left
by Ihihgans on the financial administration of Kurasan in the
aftermath of the Arab conquest,

The study reveals that the terxm Dhihgan was
equivalent of an administrative order dominant in Iran since
entiquity, It was a reflection of the feudal system that
deminated the country in those days, The Sassanians relied,
to a large extent on this order, They employed the Ihihgans
in land reclamation projects snd also to raise money to cover
war expenditures, This gave a boost to their authority
especially in Khurasan,

Ihihgans were classified into five ranks in accordance
with the administrztive andfinancial respensibilities entrusted
to them, There was the Dihik who used to run a village, [hhshlar
who was in charge of an administraive wmit larger than a wvillage,
Shahrik who administrated a rural district, Thihgan under whose
jurisdiction came an administrative unit equivalent of a town

and finally the chief Ihihgan who was in control of a province,
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4ABSTRACT p
_ The: study" ﬂf the rhIﬂ played by Ihihqans [Pbraian landed {
- proprietors). 1ﬁ’th9*finaﬂ&1a1 administration’ of Khurasan f¥ain
Ty the: time- of - £%Escenq493f*dnwn tor the | dewnfall of the Ummayad"
Empirﬂfis*dlnectly related to the. topics cuncerning the battle
of liberation waged by thﬂfﬁrahs; I thelrlnonquasts, the Arg
though intraducing-new-adMinistrative procedures,. tried to
preserve the systems prevalent in the newly, conguered lands,
~ §
The Ihihqans wére- spcﬁé’g' Sught the: v:l.llagas, smal]
districts and to ‘ﬁnhlmaq, P@rsiﬁ includlngiﬂhurasanﬂ
When the: Arebs Hﬁwgvﬂd, thasa Ihlhq s fascilitated the move-
meént of the Arab ¢rﬂ0p3.ﬂpr0?idlﬂg thom ith amenlities in
return for the, saﬂety of their property and Land,
e . |
When the Ardbs sed oEf to 11beratﬁ the lands east of
the' Tigris river in abdut: 650 AD, Khurasan was ruled by a

Sasﬁanian local government, comprising a group of satraps
in Pddi*iﬂn to a great number of Ihihqana who cantrnlled

L I

villaﬁﬂs, rural districts and small tuwna, It was- natural -
for the krabs to establish good ticds with the Dhihgans,.
partlcularly when the former entered inte contracts with
the 1atter, amploying them in the f1nancia1¥administratlnn
of . the new terrltnries : ) . ‘

The Arabs hoped the Ihlhqans would assist in .‘the running.
of the state and reinstate, peace and’ stability and peace in
conquered lands, " But. unfurtunatEIy, they played an 1llicit
role' in EHtlning disturbances, whiﬁh characteriﬂﬁd Khurasan
from thé time of its. conguest by thﬂ Arabs, :

The significance of the- study lies dn -the broad picturs
it provides on finacial eystems prevalent in pre-~Islamic
Krurasan and the changes-that “tock . ‘place in it under the
Arab administratien,.. Tﬁéustudy diéc%nées the part plaﬁad
by Thihgans in Hampering finaqniﬁl:rdiﬂpms througp:their'
efforts to stem tha~hpraad"of'isiﬁm and'deétahfliZQ situation
in. the eastern territarzas,
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